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  In the sixth month, God sent the angel 
Gabriel to Nazareth, a town in Galilee, to 
a virgin pledged to be married to a man 
named Joseph, a descendant of David. 
The virgin’s name was Mary. The angel 
went to her and said, “Greetings, you who 
are highly favored! The Lord is with you.”  
  Mary was greatly troubled at his words 
and wondered what kind of greeting this 
might be. But the angel said to her, “Do 
not be afraid, Mary, you have found favor 
with god. You will be with child and give 
birth to a son, and you will give him the 
name Jesus. He will be great and will be 
called the Son of the Most High. The Lord 
God will give him the throne of his father 
David and he will reign over the house of 
Jacob forever; his kingdom will never 
end.”  
  “How can this be,” Mary asked the 
angel, “since I am a virgin?”  
The angel answered, “The Holy Spirit will 
come upon you, and the power of the 
Most High will overshadow you. So the 

holy one to be born will be called the Son 

of God.”                              Luke 

1:26 - 35  

 
 

  In those days Caesar Augustus issued 
a decree that a census should be taken 
of the entire Roman world; everyone 
went to his own town to be registered.  
  So Joseph also went up from the town 
of Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to 
Bethlehem the town of David, because 
he belonged to the house and line of 
David. He went there with Mary, who 
was pledged to be married to him and 

was expecting a child.           Luke 

2:1 - 5  

 
 

 
 
  While they were there, the time came 
for the baby to be born, and she gave 
birth to her firstborn, a son. She 
wrapped him up in cloths and placed him 
in a manger, because there was no room 
for them in the inn.    

                                        Luke 

2:6 - 7   

 

                        
 
  And there were shepherd living out in the 
fields nearby, keeping watch over their 
flocks at night. An angel of the LORD 
appeared to them, and the glory of the 
LORD shone around them, and they were 



terrified. But the angel said to them, “Do not 
be afraid. I bring you good news of great joy 
that will be for all people. Today in the town 
of David a Savior has been born to you: he 
is Christ the Lord. This will be a sign to you: 
you will find a baby wrapped in cloths and 

lying in a manger.”      L uke 2: 8 - 12   

 

 
 
  After Jesus was born in Bethlehem in 
Judea, Magi from the east came to 
Jerusalem and asked, “Where is the one who 
has been born kind of the Jews? We saw 
his star in the east and have come to 
worship him.”  

                                          Matthew 

2:1 - 2  

Christmas from around the world  
  Because Jesus’ birth is so important many 
people around the world celebrate that event. 
Though they do so in various ways, the main 
idea is that this should be a time of great joy- 
just as the angel told the shepherds! 
  So here are some highlights from countries 
around the world:  
 

   Belgium- On the sixth of December 
“Sinterklaas” or Saint-Nicholas is celebrated, 
which is an entirely different holiday from 
Christmas. Santa Claus in Belgium is called de 
Kerstman or le Père Noël and he does come 
around on Christmas day to bring children 
presents. Small family presents are given at 
Christmas too, under the tree, or in stockings near 
the fire-place, to be found in the morning. 
Christmas breakfast is a special sweet bread called 
'cougnou' or 'cougnolle' - the shape is supposed to 
be like baby Jesus. Some families will have 
another big meal on Christmas day. 

Brazil- Father Christmas is called Papai Noel. 
Many Christmas customs are similar to USA or 
UK. For those who have enough money, a special 
Christmas meal will be chicken, turkey, ham, rice, 
salad, pork, fresh and dried fruits. Poorer people 
will have chicken, rice and beans. For dessert 
people enjoy Brazilian sweets, especially 
Brigadeiro, which is made of condensed milk and 
chocolate. Both rich and poor have Christmas 
trees. A poor person's Christmas tree is made of 
plastic or is just a dry tree branch. As they don't 
have snow in Brazil, poor people often put cotton 
over their Christmas tree branch to simulate snow. 
And Christmas time varies from south to north. 

Finland- Everyone cleans their houses ready for 
the three holy days of Christmas - Christmas Eve, 
Christmas Day, and Boxing Day. Christmas Eve is 
very special, when people eat rice porridge and a 
sweet soup made from dried fruits (plums, raisins, 
apples, pears, apricots and figs). This is eaten in 
the morning or at lunchtime. They then will 
decorate a spruce tree for the home. At mid-day, 
the 'Christmas peace declaration' is broadcast on 
radio and TV from the Finnish city of Turku by its 
mayor. In the evening, a traditional Christmas 
dinner is eaten. The meal will include casseroles 
containing liver, rutabaga, carrot and potato, with 
cooked ham or turkey. Some families eat liver 

pate’, raw, pickled, and lightly salted salmon or 
herrings, and a salad called "rosolli.” Mushroom 
salad is also common. On Christmas eve many go 
to church in the afternoon or late afternoon (time 
depends on the local church) The "real" and old 
Christmas church is early on the morning of 
Christmas day. Graveyards are often very beautiful 
places on the Christmas eve, since there are lot of 
soft white snow and the only lights come from 
candles people bring to the graves of loved ones. If 
relatives are buried in other graveyards, there is a 
place in the local graveyard where a candle can be 
lighted to remember them by. Children receive 
their presents on Christmas Eve, usually with a 
family member dressing as Father Christmas. As 
children grow older, they come to realize that 
'Father Christmas' is really a bigger brother, sister 
or family member.. 

Germany- Germans love to decorate their 
houses at Christmas. Many houses will have little 
wooden frames holding electric candles in their 
windows, and colored pictures of paper or plastic 
which look beautiful from the outside at night. 
Often too, they will have an 'Adventskranz' - a 
wreath of leaves with four candles. (Advent - 
meaning 'coming' - is the 4 week period before 
Christmas). On each Sunday of Advent, another 
candle is lit. Most homes will also have little 
wooden 'cribs' - a small model of the stable where 
Jesus was born, with Mary, Joseph, Baby Jesus, 
and animals. Father Christmas - 'Der 
Weihnachtsmann' - brings presents in the late 
afternoon of Christmas Eve (December 24th), after 
people have been to a church meeting. The 
presents are then found under the Christmas tree. 
One person in the family will ring a bell and call 
everyone to come to the room. On Christmas Day, 
fish (carp) or goose will be cooked. 

Portugal- People adhere to the tradition that 
Father Christmas brings presents to children on 
Christmas Eve. The presents are left under the 
Christmas tree or in shoes by the fireplace. A 



special Christmas meal of salted dry cod-fish with 
boiled potatoes is eaten at midnight on Christmas 
Eve. 

France- Christmas is always called 'Noël. 
Everyone has a Christmas tree, sometimes 
decorated in the old way with red ribbons and real 
white wax candles. Fir trees in the garden are often 
decorated too, with lights on all night. The 
Christmas meal is an important family gathering 
with good meat and the best wine. Not everyone 
sends Christmas cards 

Sweden- The most important day is Christmas 
Eve. A special Christmas meal is eaten on 
Christmas Eve - ham (pork), herring fish, and 
brown beans - and this is the time when families 
give presents to each other. Many people attend a 
church meeting early on Christmas Day. 

 
Hungry- Santa Clause (Winter-grandfather) (Tel-
apo or Mikulas) comes on the 6th of December. 
Children should clean and put their shoes outside 
next to the door or window before they go to sleep. 
Next day candies and/or small toys appear in them 
in red bags. For children, who don't behave well, a 
golden birch placed next to the sweets, a symbol 
for spanking... (but don't worry, it is just for fun, 
and not for actual punishment.) 
On 24th of December, children go to their relative 
or to the movies, because little Jesus brings the tree 
and the presents that evening to their house. It is 
customary to hang edible things on the tree, like 
golden wrapped assorted chocolates and meringues 
beside the glass balls, candles (real or electrical), 
and sparklers. Families usually cook festive dinner 
for that night. An example would be fresh fish 
usually with rice or potatoes and home-made 
pastries as dessert. After dinner, the tree would be 
viewed by the children for the first time. It was 
very exciting. Christmas songs are sung and then 
the gifts under the tree are shared. 

Older children attend the midnight mass with their 
parents. (During Communist rule, children had to 
hide at the back of the church and teachers could 
lose their jobs for attending mass. Later (in mid 
1970's) most of the Communist Party leaders of the 
town attended it too.) Next day the children attack 
the edible part of the tree. Festive food is enjoyed 
on the second and third day too. 

Latvia- believes that Father Christmas brings 
presents on each of the 12 days of Christmas 
starting on Christmas Eve. Usually the presents are 
put under the family Christmas tree. (What a good 
idea to spread Christmas out longer!) It was in 
Latvia that the first Christmas tree was decorated. 
A special Latvian Christmas Day meal is cooked- 
brown peas with bacon (pork) sauce, small pies, 
cabbage and sausage.  

New Zealand- Lou from DownUnder writes: 
Christmas starts for us with gifts under the tree, to 
be opened Christmas morning. Then it’s onto a 
Christmas lunch either at home or at one's parents 
place. Turkey or chicken with all the trimmings is 
eaten; then come tea time, it is a Bar-B-Q for 
friends and family to get together. 

Romania- People from Transylvania serve 
stuffed cabbage on Christmas Eve, and next day 
for lunch. Most likely the reason for that custom is 
that stuffed cabbage is the best on the second and 
third day after it was cooked. Moms can prepare 
the food a day earlier, leaving more time for 
decorating and organizing. Very practical! 
On the 25th of December, the whole family 
attended church and eat stuffed cabbage for lunch. 

Russia- In the days of the Soviet Union, 
Christmas was not celebrated very much. New 
Year was the important time - when 'Father Frost' 
brought presents to children. With the fall of 
Communism though, Christmas can be openly 
celebrated - either on December 25th; or more 

often on January 7th (date is because the Russian 
Orthodox Church uses the old 'Julian' calendar for 
religious celebration days). Special Christmas food 
includes cakes, pies and 'meat dumplings.'                                               
………                                                         

   So whether you eat or drink or 
whatever you do, do it all for the 
glory of God.             I Cor. 10:31      
…… 

Should Christians Celebrate 
Christmas?  

  Since about 400 AD, Christians have 
celebrated the birth of Jesus. 'Christ' means 
'Messiah' or 'Anointed One' - the title given to 
Jesus - and 'Mass' was a religious festival. In the 
West today, the real meaning of Christmas is 
often forgotten; it has become a non-religious 
holiday!  Some believe that this day was a day 
for this worship of Mithra, the Roman sun god. 
December 25 was dedicated to the keeping of 
his birthday. The sun had reached its lowest 
angle in the sky on December 21 (the winter 
solstice), and the 25th was the first observable 
day in which it began rising in the noon sky. So 
December 25 had, for centuries, been celebrated 
as the "birth of the sun god."                                                
Yet listen to this: The date for Hanukkah can 
vary from late Nov. to late Dec. From the 
Hebrew word for "dedication" or "consecration", 
Hanukkah marks the rededication of the Temple 
in Jerusalem after its desecration by the forces of 
the King of Syria, Antiochus IV Epiphanes, 
commemorating the "miracle of the container of 
oil". According to the Talmud, at the re-
dedication following the victory of the 
Maccabees over the Seleucid Empire in 200BC, 
and though there was only enough consecrated 



olive oil to fuel the eternal flame for a day, it 
miraculously burned for eight days- the length of 
time it took to press, prepare and consecrate 
fresh olive oil. (Bill’s comment- It’s interesting 
that church in Jerusalem was the second church 
after Rome to use December 25th to celebrate 
Jesus’ birth!). Maybe the early church was 
thinking of John’s gospel, where it is written, 
“In him was life, and that life was the light of 
men. The light shines in the darkness, but the 
darkness has not understood it.” John 1:4&5.   

Maybe our best answer is to do as Paul said- 
“Whatever you do, do it to the glory of 
God!” And so, if it is to hold December 25th 
as a day to remember Christ’s birth, then do 
to the glory of God. And, if it’s your 
decision not to hold any day special as the 
day to remember Christ’s birth, then do that 
also to the glory of God! For it is written, 
“Who are you to judge someone else’s 
servant? To his own master he stands or 
falls. And he will stand, for the Lord is able 
to make him stand!” Romans 14:4.   

 

 

 

 

  Sunrise Christian 
Church is located at 968 SW 30th St., 
which is near the Airport on Highway 201. 

Our office hours are Monday- Thursday, 
9am to 12:30pm, so stop by for a visit. Our 
phone number is (541) 889-4623, and our 
email is scc247@gmail.com . And our 
worship time is Sundays at 10:30am, with 
Sunday school for adults and children at 
9:30am.  
Come visit us sometime.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A Christmas story  

  Our ladies Bible study is from the Max Lucado 
book, “Experiencing the Words of Jesus, 
Hearing His voice trusting His words”.  Lesson 
one is “He’s Calling” where Max tells a fishing 
story. He and his father were going fishing 
during spring break and Max was invited to 
bring a friend. The evening they arrived at the 

lake a strong storm blew in, the next day was 
windy and cold. No problem, they had games 
and books, tomorrow they would go fishing. Not 
so…the cold, windy weather lasted 4 more days, 
during which time they got on each other’s 
nerves and had a less than fun time. Then on day 
four, they gave up and went home.  
  Something Max learned on that trip was “When 
those who are called to fish don’t fish, they 
fight. But note the other side of this fish tale: 
when those who are called to fish, fish – they 
flourish!” Further on in the study, Mr. Lucado 
writes: “Nothing handles a case of the “gripes” 
like an afternoon service project. Nothing 
restores perspective better than a visit to a 
hospital ward. Nothing unites soldiers better 
than a common task.” 
  This reminded me of a Christmas when I was 
prone to complain and gripe, rather than fish. 
Although he had a visitation schedule, my ex-
husband rarely followed it. Except one 
Christmas when he decided he wanted to have 
Lee (our son) with him. I was grumpy about it 
and decided that my Christmas was ruined 
because I would not be with my son. I had 
decided not to go to my parents house… why 
ruin their Christmas with my sorry attitude. A 
co-worker who was involved with Girl Scouts 
was helping with a project to provide breakfast 
to the homeless in Portland that Christmas 
morning and because I had nothing better to do, 
I signed on to help. Yeah, I went into the project 
with a really good attitude (do you hear the 
sarcasm there?). Boy did God open up my eyes! 
Here I was feeling sorry for myself because I 
wasn’t with my son and my family. I met people 
who were so very grateful for a cup of coffee 
and a pastry, or hot chocolate and an orange! We 
had gloves and socks to hand out as gifts. (When 
was the last time you were grateful for socks for 
Christmas?)  



  Anyway, that is a Christmas I really remember. 
Not for the warm fire, family fun, lots to eat and 
getting the gift I really wanted, but for the 
grateful hearts of the people I’d never met 
before, who were alone and had nothing. 
  Mr. Lucado ends the lesson with this thought: 
“The next time the challenges “outside” tempt 
you to shut the door and stay inside, stay long 
enough to get warm- then get out! For when 
those who are called to fish don’t fish, they 
fight.” 
 

Submitted by Susan Barton  

   


